United States Code Annotated

28 U.S.C. § 636. Jurisdiction, powers, and temporary assignment

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary--

(1) Upon the consent of the parties, a full-time United States magistrate judge or a part-time
United States magistrate judge who serves as a full-time judicial officer may conduct any or all
proceedings in a jury or nonjury civil matter and order the entry of judgment in the case, when
specially designated to exercise such jurisdiction by the district court or courts he serves. Upon
the consent of the parties, pursuant to their specific written request, any other part-time magistrate
judge may exercise such jurisdiction, if such magistrate judge meets the bar membership
requirements set forth in section 631(b)(1) and the chief judge of the district court certifies that a
full-time magistrate judge is not reasonably available in accordance with guidelines established
by the judicial council of the circuit. When there is more than one judge of a district court,
designation under this paragraph shall be by the concurrence of a majority of all the judges of
such district court, and when there is no such concurrence, then by the chief judge.
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