
United States Code Annotated 

28 U.S.C. § 1446. Procedure for removal of civil actions 

. . . . 

(b) Requirements; generally.— 

(1) The notice of removal of a civil action or proceeding shall be filed within 30 days after the 

receipt by the defendant, through service or otherwise, of a copy of the initial pleading setting 

forth the claim for relief upon which such action or proceeding is based, or within 30 days after 

the service of summons upon the defendant if such initial pleading has then been filed in court 

and is not required to be served on the defendant, whichever period is shorter. 

(2) 

(A) When a civil action is removed solely under section 1441(a), all defendants who have 

been properly joined and served must join in or consent to the removal of the action. 

(B) Each defendant shall have 30 days after receipt by or service on that defendant of the 

initial pleading or summons described in paragraph (1) to file the notice of removal. 

(C) If defendants are served at different times, and a later-served defendant files a notice 

of removal, any earlier-served defendant may consent to the removal even though that 

earlier-served defendant did not previously initiate or consent to removal. 

(3) Except as provided in subsection (c), if the case stated by the initial pleading is not removable, 

a notice of removal may be filed within 30 days after receipt by the defendant, through service or 

otherwise, of a copy of an amended pleading, motion, order or other paper from which it may first 

be ascertained that the case is one which is or has become removable. 
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