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28 U.S.C. § 1605. General exceptions to the jurisdictional immunity of a foreign state 

. . . . 

(b) A foreign state shall not be immune from the jurisdiction of the courts of the United States in any case 

in which a suit in admiralty is brought to enforce a maritime lien against a vessel or cargo of the foreign 

state, which maritime lien is based upon a commercial activity of the foreign state: Provided, That-- 

(1) notice of the suit is given by delivery of a copy of the summons and of the complaint to the 

person, or his agent, having possession of the vessel or cargo against which the maritime lien is 

asserted; and if the vessel or cargo is arrested pursuant to process obtained on behalf of the party 

bringing the suit, the service of process of arrest shall be deemed to constitute valid delivery of 

such notice, but the party bringing the suit shall be liable for any damages sustained by the 

foreign state as a result of the arrest if the party bringing the suit had actual or constructive 

knowledge that the vessel or cargo of a foreign state was involved; and 

(2) notice to the foreign state of the commencement of suit as provided in section 1608 of this 

title is initiated within ten days either of the delivery of notice as provided in paragraph (1) of this 

subsection or, in the case of a party who was unaware that the vessel or cargo of a foreign state 

was involved, of the date such party determined the existence of the foreign state's interest. 
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