
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 

Rule 4. Summons 

. . . . 

(c) Service. 

(1) In General. A summons must be served with a copy of the complaint. The plaintiff is 

responsible for having the summons and complaint served within the time allowed by Rule 4(m) 

and must furnish the necessary copies to the person who makes service. 

(2) By Whom. Any person who is at least 18 years old and not a party may serve a summons and 

complaint. 

(3) By a Marshal or Someone Specially Appointed. At the plaintiff's request, the court may order 

that service be made by a United States marshal or deputy marshal or by a person specially 

appointed by the court. The court must so order if the plaintiff is authorized to proceed in forma 

pauperis under 28 U.S.C. § 1915 or as a seaman under 28 U.S.C. § 1916. 
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