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Crime Follies 

Attempt no more good than people can bear. 

-Thomas Jefferson

T
ime was, people understood what would be criminally wrong
about a defendant's alleged misconduct in a high-profile prosecu

tion. This is no longer so. From Iran-contra to Whitewater, from the 
celebrated prosecutions of sports agents in Chicago and a lobbyist in 
Massachusetts, to the trials of a local Republican Party chairman in New 
Yorf and Democratic Party officials in Kentucky, people are left con
fused, not enlightened. Too often cases lack coherence. And any positive 
message that might be communicated is frequently drowned oqt by 
charges that the prosecution does not represent the rule of law, but 
rather mere politics disguised as law. ("Don't your mommy and daddy 
know rm a convicted fdon?" one subject of a recent corruption case 
asked a friendly high-school student. The not atypical reply: "My folks 
don't care. They said it's just politics.") 1

One might have thought that the increased civil regulation of ethics 
(f"d greater attention to the "ethics" of public officials) would have
made it less necessary to use criminallaws to enforce ethical behavior. In 
fact, the opposite has proved true. The increase in federal prosecutions 
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