
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 

Rule 36. Requests for Admission 

(a) Scope and Procedure. 
. . . . 
(4) Answer. If a matter is not admitted, the answer must specifically deny it or state in detail why 
the answering party cannot truthfully admit or deny it. A denial must fairly respond to the 
substance of the matter; and when good faith requires that a party qualify an answer or deny only 
a part of a matter, the answer must specify the part admitted and qualify or deny the rest. The 
answering party may assert lack of knowledge or information as a reason for failing to admit or 
deny only if the party states that it has made reasonable inquiry and that the information it knows 
or can readily obtain is insufficient to enable it to admit or deny. 
(5) Objections. The grounds for objecting to a request must be stated. A party must not object 
solely on the ground that the request presents a genuine issue for trial. 
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