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years?
A. No,Ididnot.
Q. Okay. Youeversuedanybody, Tom, other than this one time?
A. No.
Q. Everhadanycarwrecks other than this one time?
A. No.
Q. Okay. Onthedayoftheaccident, justtell the jury how this
wreck happened.
A. Iwasonmywaytowork.
Q. I'mgoingtostop you fromtime to time, Tom, if youdon’t
mind. How far did you have to drive to work each day?
A. TItwasroughly90to 100miles from my home to Ridgeview,
which is located next to Methodist Medical Center.
Q. Okay. Go ahead.
A. Onmywaytowork, [ wastraveling down theroad, and I
traveled the same way every day. [ was—it had just started raining,
the road was justalittle wet. [ was following a vehicle that turned
onits turn signal to make aright-hand turn into a group of
businesses. [ knew by prior drives down through this area that the
vehicle would have to come to almost a complete stop in order to
make the right-hand turn into the group of businesses.
Q. Whyisthat?
A. There’salarge hump going into the group of businesses that
you have to goover, and youreally have to come almost to a dead

stop in order to make the right hand turn into the businesses.
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Q.

Have you gone out, at my request, and measured how high that

hump is that they have to turn over?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.

Yes, Idid.
How high is that?
It’s seven inches.

Okay. I’'m going to show you a picture which has been marked

Exhibit5. I’m going to putitup onthe screen, hopefully, and I

need some help in adjusting this, I believe. Right side up. Does

Exhibit No. 5 show the hump you’re talking about?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.

Yes,itdoes.
Can yousee that, Tom?
Yes,Ido.

Can the members of the jury see that? Is this the hump you’re

talking about right—right here?

A.

Yes, itis. Thereis alarge hump there. Theroadisreal

straight, and you can see a good distance.

Q.

When the car, the vehicle in front of you, slowed down, what

did youdo? How fast were you going when it started to turn?

A.

The road was wet and everything, so I was going maybe 35

miles an hour. It’sa45 zone through there.

Q.
A.

Q.

Okay. Fourlanes?
Yes.

And whenever the car stopped in front of you or slowed down

to turn, what did you do?

A.

[ alsoslowed and come almostto a dead stop.
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Q. Okay. And whenyoucame almostto adead stop, what
happened to you?

A. Tlookedinto myrearview mirror and seen a van was coming,
and [ knew he wasn’t going to be able to stop.

Q. Isthatthevanthathityou, thebig vanthathityou?

A. Yes,Ipresume. It was awhite van coming at me.

Q. Okay. Show you another photograph which has previously
been marked as Exhibit 4, and does that show the direction that you
were coming from?

A. Yes.Itshowstheroad where we were approaching, where he
was approaching, the arearight there.

Thereis acarinthe background here that ’m pointing to?
Yes.

Is that the direction you were going?

Yes. I was coming.

Or coming towards you? Okay.

Yes.

CFLo Lo >0

And thisis afour-laneroad running generally east and west in
Clinton;isitnot?

A. Yes,itis.

Q. Okay. And where did you measure the curb to see that it was
seven inches, the bump?

A. Rightthereis—doesitshowup?

Q. Isthiswhereyoumeasured?

A. Yes,sir,justalittle bit this way of that, uh-huh.
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Q. Rightinthere?

A. Yes,uh-huh.

Q. Okay. And how fast were you going, approximately, Tom,
when you gotimpacted by the van?

A. Iwasalmosttoastop.

Q. Okay. Didyouhave any trouble stopping and avoiding the car
that you were following?

A. Oh,yeah, [ wasn’t— it made the turn successfully.

Okay. Youdidn’t hitit?

No.

Youweren’t knocked into 1t?

No, sir.

Lo o

Okay. When you were hit, what happened to the car that you
were in and what happened to you?

A. Ipresumelrolled forward. [ waslooking up atthe ceiling of
the vehicle after the impact.

Q. Whywereyoudoingthat?

A. Afterthe impactIwas slung forward, and then my seatbelt
caught me, and I was ejected backwards, and [ ended up in the back
seat after the seat broke, and I was laying in a flat position, looking
up atthe top of the car.

Q. TI’llshowyou Exhibit No. 1. Does that show the seat of your
car that you were in when this wreck happened, in its broke
position?

A. Yes. Thatappearstobeit, yes.




